
 

 

COUNTY OF FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 
 

SPECIAL PERMIT RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
 
THE MOST REVEREND PAUL S. LOVERDE, BISHOP OF THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 
ARLINGTON VIRGINIA AND HIS SUCCESSORS IN OFFICE (ST. RAYMOND CHURCH), SPA 00-
S-011 Appl. under Sect(s). 3-103 of the Zoning Ordinance to amend SP 00-S-011 previously 
approved for a place of worship to permit modification of development conditions.  Located at 8750 
Pohick Rd. on approx. 9.91 ac. of land zoned R-1.  Mt. Vernon District.  Tax Map 98-1 ((1)) 13A.  Mr. 
Byers moved that the Board of Zoning Appeals adopt the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, the captioned application has been properly filed in accordance with the requirements of 
all applicable State and County Codes and with the by-laws of the Fairfax County Board of Zoning 
Appeals; and 
 
WHEREAS, following proper notice to the public, a public hearing was held by the Board on July 14, 
2009; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has made the following findings of fact: 
 

1. The applicants are the owners of the property. 
2. The present zoning is R-1. 
3. The area of the lot is 9.91 acres. 
4. The staff recommends approval. 
5. The church has reached agreement with the applicable HOA. 
6. The Board had testimony from an officer of the HOA. 
7. A police officer hired by the church during church services is also on site during high volume 

times. 
8. The church will have a traffic coordinator. 
 

AND WHEREAS, the Board of Zoning Appeals has reached the following conclusions of law: 
 
THAT the applicant has presented testimony indicating compliance with the general standards for 
Special Permit Uses as set forth in Sect. 8-006 and the additional standards for this use as contained 
in the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the subject application is APPROVED with the following 
limitations: 
 

1. This approval is granted to the applicant only, and is not transferable without further action of 
this Board, and is for the location indicated on the application, 8750 Pohick Road, and is not 
transferable to other land. 

 
2. This special permit is granted only for the purposes, structures and/or uses indicated on the 

special permit plat prepared by Dewberry & Davis, dated June 5, 2000, and approved with this 
application, as qualified by these development conditions. 

 
3. A copy of this special permit and the Non-Residential Use Permit SHALL BE POSTED in a 

conspicuous place on the property of the use and be made available to all departments of the 
County of Fairfax during the hours of operation of the permitted use. 
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4. This special permit is subject to the provisions of Article 17, Site Plans.  Any plan submitted to 

the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services (DPWES) pursuant to this special 
permit shall be in substantial conformance with these conditions.  Minor modifications to the 
approved special permit may be permitted pursuant to Par. 4 of Sect. 8-004 of the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

 
5. The maximum number of seats in the church shall be 850. 
 
6. Notwithstanding Note 20 on the special permit plat, two hundred and eighty-five (285) parking 

spaces shall be provided.  All parking for the use shall be on site as shown on the Special 
Permit plat. 

 
7. All areas indicated on the plat as “tree save” areas shall be preserved.  In addition, a tree 

preservation plan shall be provided to the County Urban Forester for review and approval at 
the time of site plan review.  The tree preservation plan shall include revised limits of clearing 
and grading adjacent to the proposed stormwater management pond in order to reduce the 
clearing limits and achieve maximum preservation of existing trees on the site.  If other SWM 
designs are provided as outlined in condition #10, the vegetation within the proposed SWM 
pond shall be preserved.  Additionally, the limits of clearing and grading adjacent to the Afton 
Glen Subdivision at the southeast corner of the parking lot shall be reduced to save to the 
maximum extent possible existing vegetation, which shall be supplemented with landscape 
material as shown on the plat and outlined below. 

 
8. In order to soften the impact of the non-residential buildings on the adjacent residential 

subdivision, a landscape plan shall be submitted for review and approval by the County Urban 
Forester at the time of site plan review and shall depict a combination of flowering and 
evergreen trees and shrubs along the perimeters of all parking areas, and building foundation 
landscaping plantings to the satisfaction and approval of the County’s Urban Forester. 

 
9. Transitional Screening 1 shall be modified along all lot lines to allow the existing vegetation 

tree save areas and additional landscaping as outlined in conditions #7 and #8 to satisfy 
screening requirements.  The areas between the parking lot and building adjacent to 
Groveland Drive and the Afton Glen Subdivision shall be further supplemented with evergreen 
trees and shrubs to the satisfaction of the Urban Forester to provide screening from the 
parking lot and vehicular lights for the residents along Groveland Drive and in the Afton Glen 
Subdivision.  All screening shall be placed on the Afton Glen side of the proposed six foot high 
board on board fence.  Additionally, evergreen trees and shrubs shall be planted along the 
outside perimeter of the western parking area along Hooes Road.   

 
 The barrier requirements shall be waived except along the southern and southeastern lot line 

adjacent to the Afton Glen Subdivision.  In addition to the fence shown on the special permit 
plat, a six foot high board on board fence shall be provided adjacent to the parking lot from the 
Groveland Road entrance east to the corner of the parking lot and north to the parish hall. 

 
10. Stormwater Management (SWM) and Best Management Practices (BMPs) shall be provided as 

required to the satisfaction of the Department of Public Works and Environmental (DPWES). 
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Subject to the approval of DPWES, final stormwater management design shall provide for 
bioretention mechanisms and/or embankment-only facilities within the site, or other such 
innovative SWM measures, where practical to preserve existing vegetation, the stream valley 
and associated wetlands.  Locations of any bioretention areas may be adjusted within the site 
to the satisfaction of DPWES.  If the SWM/BMP structure is waived or other alternatives are 
allowed, the areas shown on the plat between the proposed tree save area and the rectory 
shall be preserved. 

 
11. Lighting of the church property shall be focused onto the subject property.  Parking lot lighting 

fixtures on the site shall be limited in height to twelve (12) feet.  All lighting fixtures shall be full 
cut-off lights and shall be fully shielded in such a manner to prevent light from projecting off-
site.  No up-lighting of buildings or signs shall be permitted on the site. 

 
12. The Non-Residential Use Permits (Non-RUP) for the parish hall or rectory shall not be issued 

until the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) Pohick Road project is opened to 
traffic. 

 
13. Except as noted herein, the application property shall not have access to Pohick Road until the 

Pohick Road improvements are constructed in accordance with the design plans prepared by 
VDOT.  However, if the above referenced road improvements have not been bid for 
construction within 30 months from the final date of approval of this special permit, the 
applicant shall have the option to access Pohick Road subject to the construction of interim 
access improvements as deemed appropriate by VDOT. 

 
14. Access to the site from Pohick Road shall be a right-in, right-out only and a permanent right 

turn lane shall be provided into the proposed site entrance on Pohick Road.  The permanent 
right turn lane shall either be constructed at such time as access is provided, or the funds 
escrowed for construction concurrent with the VDOT Pohick Road project, as deemed 
appropriate at the time of site plan review.  The escrow amount shall be determined by 
DPWES. 

 
15. Construction traffic shall use Pohick Road as the sole means of ingress/egress to the site, if 

permitted by VDOT. 
 
16. All right-of-way and easements associated with the Pohick Road project (# R000-029-249, PE 

105, C527, B684) shall be provided in fee simple at the time of site plan review or upon 
demand by the Board of Supervisors. 

 
17. All signs on the property shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of Article 12, 

Signs, of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
18. The curbs at the intersections of Groveland Drive and Pohick Road; Blue Jasmine Court and 

Groveland Drive; Groveland Drive and Green Garland Drive will be painted yellow to prohibit 
parking in proximity to these intersections.  A striping plan shall be coordinated with VDOT and 
the District Supervisor prior to the striping. 
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19. The curbs in proximity to fire hydrants shall be painted yellow to ensure that parking is not 

permitted in these areas. 
 

20. The applicant shall appoint a parking coordinator to ensure that the parking lot adequately 
provides for necessary parking and that the church parking does not take place into the 
surrounding neighborhood streets.  If a problem is detected, then the church shall implement 
one or a combination of the following steps: 

 
a. Car pooling; 
b. Announcements by the church pastor requesting car pooling after a problem is detected or 

for special events or services for which a large turnout is expected; 
c. Staggering of church services, or holding more than one Easter and Christmas service; 
d. Arranging for parking at an appropriate alternate facility and providing transportation from 

such facility to the church; 
e. Any other measure necessary to prevent parking from spilling into the residential 

neighborhood;  
f. The applicant shall post the parking restrictions in their church bulletin each week to inform 

the congregation of these requirements. 
 

21. Within 12 months of this special permit approval, the applicant shall provide a written report to 
staff outlining what measures have been implemented in accordance with Development 
Condition No. 20. 

 
22. A minimum of forty-five (45) minutes shall be provided between the completion of one service 

and the commencement of the next service. 
 

23. No bells (or recorded bells) shall be rung except for between the hours of 9:00 am and 6:00 
pm.  The ringing of the bells shall not exceed the duration of thirty (30) seconds. 

 
24. The applicant shall coordinate with VDOT and the Fairfax County Department of 

Transportation to facilitate the timely completion of improvements to Pohick Road. 
 
25. A police officer shall be employed by the applicant to direct traffic in and out of the application 

property on Sundays at the intersection of Groveland Drive and Pohick Road. 
 
26. The applicant, upon approval and authorization by Fairfax County and VDOT, shall notify 

parishioners of a commuter park-n-ride lot located north along Hooes Road in proximity to the 
application property.  The applicant shall encourage the use of the parking lot by parishioners 
on Saturdays and Sundays, and carpooling by parishioners to the application property.  This 
obligation is limited to negotiating appropriate arrangements with Fairfax County and VDOT, 
providing notice of availability, and encouraging use, but shall not be construed as a 
commitment to provide shuttle bus service. 

 
27. At the time of site plan approval, the applicant shall record a deed of Public Ingress and 

Egress to Groveland Drive.  The applicant further agrees that the existing improvements,  
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including a gazebo, constructed on the adjacent parcel, shall not be removed by the applicant.  
The applicant will require execution of a hold harmless agreement related to the gazebo from 
the adjacent Afton Glen Homeowners Association. 

 
28. The applicant shall maintain the adjacent outlot, Tax Map 98-1 ((15)) A1, in common 

ownership with Parcel 13A. 
 
This approval, contingent on the above-noted conditions, shall not relieve the applicant from 
compliance with the provisions of any applicable ordinances, regulations, or adopted standards.  The 
applicant shall be responsible for obtaining the required Non-Residential Use Permit through 
established procedures, and this special permit shall not be valid until this has been accomplished. 
 
Pursuant to Sect. 8-015 of the Zoning Ordinance, this special permit shall automatically expire, 
without notice, thirty (30) months after the date of approval unless construction has commenced and 
been diligently prosecuted. Establishment of Phase 1 shall establish the use as approved pursuant to 
this special permit.  The Board of Zoning Appeals may grant additional time to establish the use if a 
written request for additional time is filed with the Zoning Administrator prior to the date of expiration 
of the special permit.  The request must specify the amount of additional time requested, the basis for 
the amount of time requested and an explanation of why additional time is required. 
 
Mr. Smith seconded the motion, which carried by a vote of 5-1.  Mr. Hammack voted against the 
motion.  Ms. Gibb was absent from the meeting. 


