
APPLICATION ACCEPTED:  May 10, 2016 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS:  September 14, 2016 @ 9:00 a.m. 

   

C o u n t y  o f  F a i r f a x ,  V i r g i n i a  
  

 
September 7, 2016 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
SPECIAL PERMIT SP 2016-MV-049 

 
MT. VERNON DISTRICT 

 
APPLICANTS/OWNERS: Lisa Vonder Haar 
 
STREET ADDRESS: 2312 Victory Drive, Alexandria 22303 
 
TAX MAP REFERENCE: 83-1 ((14)) (A) 41B 
 
LOT SIZE: 3,600 square feet 
 
ZONING DISTRICT: R-20 
 
ZONING ORDINANCE PROVISION:  8-917 
 
SPECIAL PERMIT PROPOSAL: To permit modifications to the keepping of animals 

(chickens) 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends denial. However, if the Board should 
choose to approve this application, staff recommends it do so subject to the Proposed 
Development Conditions contained in Appendix 1.  
 
It should be noted that it is not the intent of staff to recommend that the Board, in adopting 
any conditions, relieve the applicants/owners from compliance with the provisions of any 
applicable ordinances, regulations, or adopted standards. 
 
It should be further noted that the content of this report reflects the analysis and 
recommendations of staff; it does not reflect the position of the Board of Zoning Appeals.  
A copy of the BZA's Resolution setting forth this decision will be mailed within five days 
after the decision becomes final. 
 
 

Heath Eddy, AICP 
 
 

 
 

Department of Planning and Zoning  
Zoning Evaluation Division 

12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 801 
Fairfax, Virginia  22035-5509 

Excellence * Innovation * Stewardship         Phone 703-324-1290  FAX 703-324-3924 
Integrity * Teamwork * Public Service   www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/ 
 



 

 

 

The approval of this application does not interfere with, abrogate or annul any easements, 
covenants, or other agreements between parties, as they may apply to the property 
subject to the application. 
 
For additional information, call Zoning Evaluation Division, Department of Planning and 
Zoning at 703-324-1280, 12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 801, Fairfax, Virginia 
22035.  Board of Zoning Appeals' meetings are held in the Board Room, Ground 
Level, Government Center Building, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, 
Virginia 22035-5505. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): Reasonable accommodation is available upon 48 hours advance 
notice.  For additional information on ADA call (703) 324-1334 or TTY 711 (Virginia Relay Center). 
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SPECIAL PERMIT REQUEST 
 
The applicant requests approval for a modification to the limitation on the keeping of 
animals pursuant to Sect. 8-917 of the Zoning Ordinance. Specifically, the applicant is 
requesting the keeping of up to six (6) chickens on her property at 2312 Victory Drive, 
Alexandria (Tax Parcel 83-1 ((14)) (A) 41B).  
  

 
Figure 1: Subject property, Source: Pictometry 2015. 
 
A copy of the special permit plat, entitled “House Location Lot 41-B, Block A, Section 3 
Huntington” prepared by David Folsom Rice, III, L.S., of Rice Associates, dated January 
6, 2004, as modified by the applicant dated May 3, 2016 and received May 9, 2016, 
consisting of one sheet is provided at the front of this staff report. A copy of the 
applicant’s statement of justification and relevant photographs, and the affidavit are 
provided in Appendices 1-3, respectively.  
 
 
CHARACTER OF THE SITE AND SURROUNDING AREA 
 
The 3,600-square foot subject property is located about 100 feet east of the end of 
Victory Drive, a short street on which is located several two-family semi-attached 
dwellings. The area is consistent with the development of the Huntington area, an older 
residential complex located just south of the Beltway and Cameron Run. This section of 
Huntington was developed early post-World War II, and the residential unit on the subject 
property was constructed in 1947. The property also includes a 6-foot high fence along 
the side lot lines and adjacent to an unimproved alley, which is a shared access 
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easement along the rear 10-11 feet of the property. The property also has a 49-square 
foot tool shed in the fenced corner of the lot, a small portion of which is in the mapped 
RPA. There is also a rear patio tiered above the rear yard, which has a mild slope 
running from the front wall of the residence back to the rear alley area. The patio is tiered 
with a wall about two feet in height. The applicant has owned the property since 2004. 
   
 
BACKGROUND AND HISTORY 
 
A complaint was submitted to the Department of Code Compliance (DCC) and the Fairfax 
County Health Department (FCHD) in late February 2016 with respect to the keeping of 
chickens on the property. The FCHD did not pursue further actions as the complaint was 
outside their jurisdiction, but DCC conducted an inspection on March 3, 2016. Following 
this site visit, DCC issued a Notice of Violation (NOV) on March 7, 2016, regarding the 
keeping of 4 chickens on the subject property. The applicant chose to file this special 
permit application to address compliance.  
 
County records indicate there was one special permit/variance application of a similar 
request, which was Special Permit Application SP 99-V-007, approved by the BZA on 
June 29, 2009, for a request to maintain one pygmy goat on the property at 2412 
Huntington Avenue, a 3,558-square foot property in the R-8 District. That application was 
approved with the stipulation that it was for the existing pygmy goat for as long as the 
goat lived on the subject property, without replacement.  
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE APPLICATION 
 
The applicant has requested a modification to the limitation on the keeping of animals (as 
prescribed under Sect. 2-512 of the Zoning Ordinance) to permit the keeping of six 
chickens on a 3,600 square foot property in the R-20 District. Pursuant to Sect. 2-512.3, 
a property is required to be a minimum of two acres to keep chickens or livestock as an 
accessory use at a ratio of 32 chickens per acre. The applicant currently keeps four hen 
chickens in a 12.2’ x 5.8’ coop/attached run, 8.2 feet in height, north of the residence. 
The coop is located approximately 81 feet from the front lot line, 19.5 feet from the west 
lot line, 4.1 feet from the east lot line, and 17.33 feet from the rear fence (or 
approximately 28 feet from the rear lot line). Pursuant to Sect. 10-104.9B, a structure 
used for the confining and sheltering of chickens shall be located at least 50 feet from 
any lot line. However, the BZA can modify both the minimum lot requirement and the 
structure setback by special permit approval.  
 
The applicant’s Statement of Justification states that the number of chickens requested is 
in order to ensure maintenance of egg production. The waste is currently composted in a 
bin adjacent to the fenced run and mixed with other material and used for organic bed 
soil. According to the applicant, the compost is turned regularly and mixed to eliminate 
odors. The floor of the coop is covered in pine shavings to address moisture and odor. 
The coop is constructed to facilitate the removal of waste. Finally, the applicant states 
that dead chickens will be buried in accordance with County regulations provided by the 
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Department of Public Works and Environmental Services (DPWES), including that the 
chickens will be buried with limestone, at a depth of two feet with compacted soils and 
located at least 25 feet from any stream. 
 
The applicant further states that the coop is located in the rear yard, which is fenced with 
a 6-foot high wood fence, which will be replaced. The roof of the coop is visible from 
adjacent yards but not from the front or rear adjacent property. 
 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS 
 
The existing coop is a well-constructed wood frame structure, with an enclosed housing 
on the south end and a fenced, covered run area on the east end. Note, however, that 
the applicant does allow the chickens out of the coop to walk around the fenced rear 
yard, and has also taken the chickens inside her residence.  

 
Notwithstanding the applicant’s justification, the lot is too narrow (at 30 feet in width) and 
too small (at 3,600 square feet) to adequately separate the chickens from the neighbors. 
The requested location of the coop would require reductions of 30.5 feet from the west 
property line (or 61%), 22 feet from the rear property line (44%), and 45.9 feet from the 
east property line (91.8%). This reduction in the minimum standards cannot ultimately 
buffer the smell and noise given the densely developed nature of the neighborhood.  

 
Given the 30-foot width of the lot, the maximum distance of the coup could be from both 
side lot lines is no more than about 10-12 feet. This is less than the Board has approved 
on most applications. 
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Figure 2: Special Permit plat, partial, showing all of the improvements on the property. Source: 
Applicant. 

 
Figure 2, above, shows the approximate location of the existing coop. Figure 3, below, is 
an image of the existing coop from the rear wall of the residence. 
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Figure 3: Approximate proposed location of chicken coop. Source: Staff. 

 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Comprehensive Plan Provisions 
 
Plan Area:   IV 
Planning District:  Mt. Vernon 
Planning Sector:  MV1 Huntington  
Plan Map:   Huntington Transit Station Area Land Unit A (8-12 units/acre) 
 
The subject property is part of the “Huntington Conservation Area” and is based on the 
Huntington Conservation Plan adopted in 1976. The area is intended to remain a viable 
and sound residential area. Land Unit A is planned for residential use at 8-12 dwelling 
units per acre.  
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ZONING ORDINANCE REQUIREMENTS (Appendix 6) 
 
The subject property is zoned R-20, which has the following lot size and bulk regulations. 
 

Bulk Standards (R-20) 

Standard Required Provided 

Minimum Lot Size N/A  3,600 sf. 

Minimum Lot Width 18 feet 30 feet 

Maximum Building Height 35 feet Not provided 

Minimum Front Yard 5 feet (15° ABP*) 33.9 feet 

Minimum Side Yard 10 feet (15° ABP*) 13.5 feet 

Minimum Rear Yard 20 feet (30° ABP*) 59.9 feet 

 *ABP = Angle of Bulk Plane 
 

Accessory Structures on Property – Existing and Proposed 

Standard Required Requested 

Chicken Coop/Run 
50 feet  

(side/rear yards) 

4.1 feet (east side) 

19.5 feet (west side)  

~28+ feet (rear) 

 

This special permit application is subject to the following provisions of the Zoning 
Ordinance and are provided as Appendix 6. Subject to the development conditions, the 
special permit must meet these standards.  
 

 Sect. 8-006 General Special Permit Standards 
 Sect. 8-903 Group 9 Standards 
 Sect. 8-917 Provisions for Modifications to the Limitations on the Keeping of 

Animals 
 
The following is staff’s analysis of the Zoning Ordinance provisions and the proposal to 
permit a modification to the limitation on the keeping of animals.  
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General Standards for Special Permit Uses (Sect. 8-006) 
Standards 1 & 2 
Comprehensive 

Plan/ 
Zoning District 

The Comprehensive Plan recommends residential uses and the 
property is developed with a residential use.  The R-20 District 
allows for modifications to the limitations on the keeping of 
animals with special permit approval.  

Standard 3 
Adjacent 

Development 

Several of the adjacent lots have similar sized residences. The 
chicken coop is currently located 4.1 feet away from the east lot 
line and 19.5 feet from the west lot line. All properties in the 
vicinity are fenced with 6-foot high fences. The coop is visible to 
the adjacent lots to the east and west, but not to the adjacent 
property to the north, and it is also not visible from Victory Drive.  

Standard 4 
Pedestrian/ 

Vehicular Traffic 

No increased vehicular or pedestrian traffic is expected with this 
application. Staff does not anticipate changes in the surrounding 
traffic pattern as a result of the request proposed by the applicant.  

Standard 5 
Landscaping/ 

Screening 

There is a line of bamboo along the rear fence, which provides a 
significant visual buffer to the adjacent property. There are 6-foot 
high fences along the side property lines, and an existing 4-foot 
high fence joining the side fence to the residence, which the 
applicant is proposing to replace with a 6-foot high fence. Adjacent 
lots to the east and west have some tree and shrub screening 
which partly impede views but only from certain angles. 

Standard 6 
Open Space 

There is no prescribed open space requirement on individual lots 
in the R-20 District.    

Standard 7 
Utilities, 

Drainage, 
Parking, and 

Loading 

The proposed changes would not result in any impact on the 
public utilities, drainage patterns, or parking in the area.  
 

Standard 8 
Signs 

No signage is proposed.   

 
Standards for all Group 9 Uses (Sect. 8-903) 

Standard 1 
Lot Size and Bulk 

Regulations  

The minimum required yard adjacent to the chicken coop is 
requested to be modified with the special permit application. The 
subject property otherwise conforms to all lot size and bulk 
regulations in the R-20 District.  

Standard 2 
Performance 

Standards 

The use will comply with the performance standards set forth in 
Article 14 of the Zoning Ordinance.   

Standard 3 
Site Plan 

There is no additional proposed construction requiring any permit 
review, therefore no additional site plan requirements are required.  
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Provisions for Modifications to the Limitations on the Keeping of Animals (8-917) 

Standard 1 
Kinds, Numbers, 

Management 
Techniques, and 

Location 

The applicant has proposed up to 6 hen chickens, which is above 
the standard applied in Sect. 2-512 for properties larger than 2 
acres (32 chickens/acre). There will be no roosters located on the 
property.  
 
The property is 3,600 square feet, and the coop is as close as 4.1 
feet to a side lot line. Notwithstanding the applicant’s argument 
that the amount of space needed for chickens is quite small, the 
Zoning Ordinance specifies a minimum distance of 50 feet from 
lot lines, and the applicant’s lot is only 30 feet wide. The minimum 
acreage of 2 acres for keeping of chickens is intended to provide 
harmony with adjacent properties, and the subject property is 4% 
of the required lot area.  
 
Given that this case arose from a complaint, it appears that the 
chickens are already causing a negative impact on neighboring 
properties. 

Standard 2 
Harmonious and 

Compatible 

The request arises as a result of a NOV from the keeping of 4 
chickens on the property at present.  
 
The Zoning Ordinance is clear that a reduction from the minimum 
lot area requirement under Sect. 2-512 should only be approved 
where an applicant can demonstrate that the keeping of chickens 
will be harmonious with adjacent neighbors. The small size of the 
subject property makes it impossible to adequately buffer the 
chicken coop and the smell of chicken waste from adjacent 
neighbors. 

Standard 3 
Plat Requirements 

The applicant has met all plat submission requirements for the 
modification to the limitations on the keeping of animals. 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Staff finds that the proposal for a modification to the limitations on the keeping of animals 
(chickens), is not in conformance with the applicable Zoning Ordinance provisions. In 
staff’s opinion, the lot area limitations of the subject property and the very close proximity 
to adjacent neighbors makes the keeping of chickens impractical on this property.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends denial of SP 2016-MV-049 and that no chickens are permitted, based 
on the findings contained in this staff report. However, should the Board choose to 
approve this application, staff recommends that no more than two chickens are allowed, 
and that the approval should be subject to the Proposed Development Conditions 
provided in Appendix 1. 
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It should be noted that it is not the intent of staff to recommend that the Board, in 
adopting any conditions, relieve the applicants/owners from compliance with the 
provisions of any applicable ordinances, regulations, or adopted standards. 
 
It should be further noted that the content of this report reflects the analysis and 
recommendations of staff; it does not reflect the position of the Board of Zoning Appeals. 
 
The approval of this application does not interfere with, abrogate or annul any 
easements, covenants, or other agreements between parties, as they may apply to the 
property subject to the application. 
 
 
APPENDICES 
 
1. Proposed Development Conditions  
2. Applicant’s Statement of Justification and Photographs 
3. Applicant’s Affidavit 
4. Notice of Violation dated March 7, 2016 
5. Applicable Street File Information   
6. Zoning Ordinance Provisions 
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS 
 

SP 2016-MV-049 
 

September 7, 2016 
 

If it is the intent of the Board of Zoning Appeals to approve SP 2016-MV-049, located at 
Tax Map 83-1 ((14)) (A) 41B to permit modifications to the limitation on the keeping of 
animals pursuant to Sect. 8-917 of the Fairfax County Zoning Ordinance, staff 
recommends that the Board condition the approval by requiring conformance with the 
following development conditions. 
 

1. This approval is granted to the applicant, Lisa Vonder Haar, only, and is not 
transferable without further action of the Board, and is for the location indicated 
on the application, 2312 Victory Drive, and is not transferable to other land.  
 

2. This special permit is granted for specified requests as shown on the plat titled 
“House Location Lot 41-B, Block A, Section 3 Huntington” prepared by David 
Folsom Rice, III, L.S., of Rice Associates, dated January 6, 2004, as modified 
by the applicant dated May 3, 2016 and received May 9, 2016, consisting of 
one sheet and approved with this application, as qualified by these 
development conditions. 

 
3. A copy of this special permit shall be made available to all departments of the 

County of Fairfax upon request. 
 

4. This approval shall be for a maximum of two (2) hen chickens. No roosters are 
permitted.  

  
5. All chicken waste shall be thoroughly composted before use or distribution, or 

removed from the site. Any composted waste used on-site shall not be spread 
except in an environmentally responsible manner, and not during winter 
months when the ground is frozen, or during the summer months.  

 
6. The composting site shall be covered to prevent leaching of pollutants. 
 
7. The chickens shall remain in a fenced area at all times. 
 
8. The coop shall be located as shown on the Special Permit Plat, and secured 

from access by predators. 
 

This approval, contingent upon the above-noted conditions, shall not relieve the 
applicant from compliance with the provisions of any applicable ordinances, regulations 
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or adopted standards. 
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Select Photographs 

 
Image 1: Chicken coop/run location in rear yard 
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Image 2: Inside chicken coop. Poop gutter directly under chicken perching post. 



SP 2016-MV-049  APPENDIX 2 

 
Image 3: View of coop from front yard. Note: current 4’ high fence to be  
replaced with 6’ high fence. 

 
Image 4: Full view of front yard. Note relative distances to adjacent properties. 
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Image 5: View from rear “alley” easement. 

 
Image 6: Another view, near side lot line, from rear alley. 
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Image 7: View from 2310 Victory Drive (east adjacent lot). Note roof of coop/run. 

 
Image 8: View from 2314 Victory Drive (west adjacent lot) from back deck. 
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Image 9: View from 2314 Victory Drive rear yard. 

 
Image 10: View of chicken run and compost bin. 
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Image 11: Side yard of subject property, with one chicken outside coop. 

 
Image 12: Chicken coop/run with chickens in rear yard. 
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Image 13: Another view of coop/run from back patio to get perspective of adjacent lot. 
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Image 14: All four chickens from top (clockwise): Aussie (with vet’s collar), Feather Face, 
Silver Bullet, and Big Bird. 
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Zoning Ordinance Provisions 
 

2-512 Limitations on the Keeping of Animals 
 

1. The keeping of commonly accepted pets shall be allowed as an accessory 
use on any lot, provided such pets are for personal use and enjoyment, and 
not for any commercial purpose. Dogs shall be subject to the provisions of 
Par. 2 below. 

 
2. The keeping of dogs, except a kennel as permitted by the provisions of Part 6 

of Article 8, shall be allowed as an accessory use on any lot in accordance 
with the following: 

 
A. The number of dogs permitted shall be in accordance with the following 

schedule, except that, in determining the number of dogs allowed, only 
those dogs six (6) months or older in age shall be counted. 

 
Number of Dogs Minimum Lot Size 
 
1 to 2   No requirement 
3 to 4   12,500 square feet 
5 to 6   20,000 square feet 
7 or more 25,000 square feet plus 5,000 square feet for 

each additional dog above 7 

B. Notwithstanding the above, dogs in numbers greater than those set forth 
above may be kept on a lot when it can be demonstrated that: 

 
(1) Such dogs were kept on the lot prior to October 11, 1977 and have 

continued to be kept on such lot; or 
 
(2) Three (3) dogs were kept on a lot of less than 12,500 square feet in 

size, or five (5) dogs were kept on a lot of 12,500 to 19,999 square feet 
in size, prior to February 25, 1985. 

 
The provisions of this Paragraph B shall apply only to existing dogs 

when evidence is submitted which specifically identifies each animal 
and documents that such animal was present on the lot in accordance 
with the applicable time frames set forth above. 

 
Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to determine the type of 
license required for dogs under the provisions of Chapter 41 of The 
Code. 
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3. The keeping of livestock or domestic fowl shall be allowed as an accessory 
use on any lot of two (2) acres or more in size. The keeping of such livestock 
or domestic fowl shall be in accordance with the following: 

 
A. The number of livestock kept on a given lot shall not exceed the ratio of 

one (1) animal unit per one (1) acre, with an animal unit identified as 
follows: 

 
2 head of cattle = 1 animal unit 
5 sheep  = 1 animal unit 
3 horses  = 1 animal unit 
5 swine  = 1 animal unit 
5 goats  = 1 animal unit 
5 llamas  = 1 animal unit 
5 alpacas  = 1 animal unit 

 
Horses shall include ponies, mules, burros and donkeys. In determining 
the number of livestock permitted, only horses six (6) months or older in 
age and cattle, sheep, goats, and swine one (1) year or older in age shall 
be counted. In addition, in determining the number of livestock permitted, 
combinations of animals are allowed, provided that the ratio of one (1) 
animal unit per one (1) acre is maintained.   

 
B. The number of domestic fowl kept on a given lot shall not exceed the ratio 

of one (1) bird unit per one (1) acre, with a bird unit identified as follows: 
 

32 chickens = 1 bird unit 
16 ducks  = 1 bird unit 
8 turkeys  = 1 bird unit 
8 geese  = 1 bird unit 

 
In determining the number of domestic fowl permitted, only fowl six (6) 
months or older in age shall be counted. 

 
4. The keeping of honeybees in four (4) beehives or less shall be allowed as an 

accessory use on any lot. On any lot of 10,000 square feet in size or larger, 
more than four (4) beehives may be kept, provided there is an additional lot 
area of 2500 square feet for each hive. In all instances, there shall be one (1) 
adequate and accessible water source provided on site and located within 
fifty (50) feet of the beehive(s). In addition, if the landing platform of a hive 
faces and is within ten (10) feet of any lot line, there shall be a flight path 
barrier, consisting of a fence, structure or plantings not less than six (6) feet in 
height, located in front of the hive. 

 
5. The keeping of racing, homing, or exhibition (fancy) pigeons shall be allowed 

as an accessory use on any lot 10,000 square feet or more in size. 
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6. All accessory structures associated with the keeping or housing of animals 

shall be located in accordance with the provisions of Part 1 of Article 10. 
 
7. The BZA may approve a special permit to modify the provisions of 

Paragraphs 1 through 6 above, but only in accordance with Part 9 of Article 8; 
provided, however, that a kennel, animal shelter or riding or boarding stable 
shall be subject to the provisions of Part 6 of Article 8. 

 
8. The keeping of wild, exotic, or vicious animals shall not be allowed except as 

may be permitted by Chapter 41 of The Code. 
 
 
8-006 General Standards 
 
In addition to the specific standards set forth hereinafter with regard to particular 
special permit uses, all special permit uses shall satisfy the following general 
standards: 

 
1. The proposed use at the specified location shall be in harmony with the 

adopted comprehensive plan. 
 

2. The proposed use shall be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of 
the applicable zoning district regulations. 
 

3. The proposed use shall be such that it will be harmonious with and will not 
adversely affect the use or development of neighboring properties in 
accordance with the applicable zoning district regulations and the adopted 
comprehensive plan. The location, size and height of buildings, structures, 
walls and fences, and the nature and extent of screening, buffering and 
landscaping shall be such that the use will not hinder or discourage the 
appropriate development and use of adjacent or nearby land and/or buildings 
or impair the value thereof. 
 

4. The proposed use shall be such that pedestrian and vehicular traffic 
associated with such use will not be hazardous or conflict with the existing 
and anticipated traffic in the neighborhood.  
 

5. In addition to the standards which may be set forth in this Article for a 
particular group or use, the BZA shall require landscaping and screening in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 13. 
 

6. Open space shall be provided in an amount equivalent to that specified for 
the zoning district in which the proposed use is located. 
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7. Adequate utility, drainage, parking, loading and other necessary facilities to 
serve the proposed use shall be provided. Parking and loading requirements 
shall be in accordance with the provisions of Article 11. 
 

8. Signs shall be regulated by the provisions of Article 12; however, the BZA, 
under the authority presented in Sect. 007 below, may impose more strict 
requirements for a given use than those set forth in this Ordinance. 

 
 
8-903 Standards for All Group 9 Uses 
 
In addition to the general standards set forth in Sect. 006 above, all Group 9 
special permit uses shall satisfy the following standards:  
 
1. All uses shall comply with the lot size and bulk regulations of the zoning 

district in which located, except as may be qualified below. 
 

2. All uses shall comply with the performance standards specified for the zoning 
district in which located. 

 

3. Before establishment, all uses, including modifications or alterations to 
existing uses, shall be subject to the provisions of Article 17, Site Plans, or 
other appropriate submission as determined by the Director. 

 
 
8-917 Provisions for Modifications to the Limitations on the Keeping of 

Animals 
 

The BZA may approve a special permit to allow the keeping of animals that are 
not commonly accepted pets, to allow the keeping of animals in numbers greater 
and/or on lots smaller than permitted by Sect. 2-512, or to allow modifications to 
the location regulations of Par. 9 of Sect. 10-104, but only in accordance with the 
following: 

 
1. In reviewing an application, the BZA shall consider the kinds and numbers of 

animals proposed to be kept, the characteristics thereof, the proposed 
management techniques, and the location that such animals will be kept on 
the lot.  The BZA may impose such conditions, to include screening and 
minimum yards, as may be necessary to ensure that there will be no adverse 
impact on adjacent property and no emission of noise and/or odor detrimental 
to other property in the area. 

 
2. Such modification may be approved if it is established that the resultant use 

will be harmonious and compatible with the adjacent area. 
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3. Notwithstanding the requirements set forth in Par. 2 of Sect. 011 above, all 
applications shall be accompanied by ten (10) copies of a plat, which may be 
prepared by the applicant and shall contain the following information: 

 
A. The dimensions of the lot or parcel, the boundary lines thereof, and the 

area of land contained therein. 
 

B. The dimensions, height and distance to all lot lines of any existing or 
proposed building, structure or addition where such animals are to be 
kept. 
 

C. The delineation of any Resource Protection Area and Resource 
Management Area. 
 

D. The signature and certification number, if applicable, of the person 
preparing the plat. 
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